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County Public Accounts Committee Meets Senate

Kikuyu Council of Elders Install New Nyeri Patron

Nyeri Governor H.E Dr. Mu-
tahi Kahiga, together with 
the Nyeri County Assembly 
Public Accounts Committee 
members, appeared before 
the Senate to address the un-
resolved issues raised in the 
Auditor-General's Report 
on the Financial Statements 
of the County Executive 
of Nyeri for Financial Year 
2023/2024.
At a sitting of the Senate held 
on 27 March, 2025, the Sen-
ate considered the Report of 
the County Public Accounts 
Committee on the Consid-
eration of the Reports of 
the Auditor General on the 
Financial Statements of the 
47 County Executives for Fi-
nancial Year 2023/2024.
The meeting mostly focused 
on the implementation sta-
tus report on recommen-
dations of the Senate Public 
Accounts Committee on 

the Auditor General's Audit 
Report for the last financial 
year.
The Senate County Pub-
lic Accounts Committee is 
established under stand-
ing order 193 of the Senate 

Standing Orders and is man-
dated-
- To exercise oversight over 
national revenue allocated 
to the county governments,
- To examine the reports 
of the Auditor-General on 

the annual accounts of the 
county governments;
- To examine special reports, 
if any, of the Auditor-Gen-
eral on county government 
funds, and
- To exercise oversight over 

county public accounts.
The meeting was Chaired by 
Taita Taveta Senator Hon. 
Johnes Mwaruma and assist-
ed by Nairobi Senator Hon. 
Edwin Sifuna. 

Culture is like a delicate but 
resilient flower—nurture it 
with tradition, history, and 
respect. 
Let culture be a beacon 
that guides, a mirror that 
reflects, and a bridge that 
unites us in a shared heri-
tage of humanity.
Together with Nyeri Dep-
uty Governor H.E. David 
Kinaniri and other lead-
ers, Nyeri Governor Dr. 
Mwalimu Mutahi Kahiga 
joined the Kikuyu Council 
of Elders during the instal-
lation of Wilson Gathirwa 
Wa Gìturû as the Patron 
(Ngamini) of Kikuyu Coun-
cil of Elders - Nyeri County. 
The colourful ceremony 
was held at Kabiruini Show 
Ground and presided over 

by Mugongoni Njogu Wa 
Githinji assisted by Mutha-
maki Ng'era among others. 
Leaders, elders, families, 
friends, and dignitaries 
converged at Kabiru-ini 
grounds for this momen-

tous occasion under the sa-
cred traditions of our land 
to witness this rare event. 
The installation of a KCA 
Patron involved a tradi-
tional ceremony where the 
elders earlier select and ap-

point a respected commu-
nity member to serve as the 
patron. 
The new patron stands as 
a true servant of the peo-
ple, a man whose wisdom, 
humility, and unwavering 

dedication to community 
upliftment have touched 
countless lives. 
Governor Kahiga urged the 
elders to document the pro-
cess of installation, such as 
this for future generation.

Story & Photo - Joseph 
Wambugu

Story - Joseph Wambugu
& Photo - Peter Wangari
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Governor Attends Soil Health & Scale Summit

Agriculture is a founda-
tional sector for economic 
growth and rural liveli-
hoods across Eastern and 
Southern Africa. It signifi -
cantly contributes to na-
tional GDPs and employs 
the majority of the popula-
tion in many countries. 
However, the sector faces 
persistent structural chal-
lenges, including declining 
soil fertility, widespread 
land degradation, and in-
suffi  cient access to action-
able data for decision-mak-
ing.
When agriculture suff ers, 
Nyeri County suff ers, and 
the whole nation suff ers 
with it. Conversely, when 
agriculture thrives, Kenya 

prospers.
We cannot ignore the tick-
ing time bomb beneath our 
feet: our soils are in crisis. 
Up to 65% of Kenya’s soils 
are degraded, acidic, or nu-
trient-depleted. 
Fertilizer use remains too 
low or poorly matched. 
Land is being tilled, but it 
is not being restored. With-
out healthy soils, there can 
be no food security, no 
agri-business, and no cli-
mate resilience. This is not 
merely an agronomic issue; 
it is an economic, environ-
mental, and national secu-
rity imperative.
Consequently, as the Coun-
cil of Governors' (CoG) 
Vice Chair, H.E. Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga PhD., EGH 
joined Agriculture CS Hon. 
Mutahi Kagwe, Agriculture 
PS Dr. Paul Ronoh, Par-

mesh Shah (Global Lead 
for Digital Agriculture, 
Data and Innovation at the 
World Bank), and other 
stakeholders for a two-day 
summit named 'Getting 
Soils Up to Speed - A Data 
for Soil Health and Scale 
Summit'.
This summit followed the 
African Fertilizer and Soil 
Health Summit (AFSH) 
held in Nairobi in May 
2024, where heads of gov-
ernment committed their 
countries to implementing 
declarations aimed at ad-
dressing soil health to in-
crease agricultural produc-
tion and productivity.
This summit aimed to chart 
the way forward on leverag-
ing data-driven technolo-
gies and multi-stakeholder 
collaborations to address 
Kenya's critical soil health 

issues. 
This involves harnessing 
digital technologies, such 
as data analytics, artifi cial 
intelligence, and fostering 
cross-sector partnerships 
to develop scalable solu-
tions for enhancing soil 
health management and ag-
ricultural productivity. The 
summit featured knowledge 
exchanges, live pitch ses-
sions, high-level plenaries, 
and expert panels.
Nyeri has conducted over 
3,000 soil tests, promoted 
lime applications in acidic 
zones, and partnered with 
AgTechs like AgroCares 
and Precision Agriculture 
to deliver mobile-based soil 
health advisories. 
Furthermore, all coun-
ties implementing the Na-
tional Agricultural Value 
Chain Development Proj-

ect (NAVCDP) have piloted 
and pioneered soil health 
mapping in collaboration 
with the Kenya Agricultural 
and Livestock Research Or-
ganisation (KALRO).
Though results are pend-
ing, this represents a sig-
nifi cant step forward in un-
derstanding our soils and 
so the CoG urged KALRO 
to ensure this critical in-
formation is shared with 
stakeholders for action. 
Additionally, counties like 
Bungoma and Nakuru are 
scaling up fi nancing for 
lime application.
The summit was organised 
by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture in collaboration with 
the World Bank, CGIAR, 
GIZ, SoilHive, Thryve In-
novation Colab, and other 
strategic partners.

Story  & Photo - Kenneth 
Ngatia
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In dark times like 
these, we stand 
fi rmly for justice. 
Yet even as we pur-
sue accountability, 
we must remember 
that prisons exist 
not only to punish 
but also to reha-
bilitate those who 
have strayed. 
This is not a de-
fence of crime but 
an affi  rmation that 
our justice system 
must be fair—not 
vengeful. Some in-
dividuals may still 
deserve a second 
chance, or at least, 
to be treated hu-
manely.
On behalf of the 
Governor, H.E. 

Dr. Mwalimu Mu-
tahi Kahiga, PhD., 
EGH, Deputy 
Governor H.E Da-
vid Kinaniri host-
ed a team from 
King’ong’o Maxi-
mum Prison who 
paid him a courte-
sy call at his offi  ce.
The delegation, led 
by Gerald Kibui, 
Senior Superinten-
dent of Prisons, 
expressed their 
gratitude for the 
continued support 
from the Nyeri 
County Govern-
ment. 
They particularly 
appreciated the do-
nation of foodstuff s 
made to the prison 

during last Christ-
mas, a gesture that 
brought joy and 
reminded the in-
mates that they 
are not forgotten, 
even during festive 
times.
As a token of appre-
ciation, they pre-
sented tree seed-
lings cultivated 
by the inmates as 
part of their reha-
bilitation training. 
These programs 
equip prison-
ers with valuable 
skills, aiming to 
help them reinte-
grate into society 
meaningfully.
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Oesophageal Cancer Screening Campaign
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The Department 
of Medical Ser-
vices and Public 
Health, in partner-
ship with Kenyatta 
University Teach-
ing, Referral and 
Research Hospital 
(KUTRRH), The 
University of Man-
chester (UoM), and 
The Christie NHS 
Foundation, suc-
cessfully launched 
the Oesophageal 
Cancer Screening 
Campaign.
The campaign 
team visited Oth-
aya Level IV Hos-
pital, aiming to 
conduct endoscop-

ic examinations on 
individuals who had 
previously undergone 
pre-screening at their 
local health facilities.
Notably, all suspected 
clients are receiving 
FREE on-site endos-
copy services, with 
biopsy samples re-
ferred to KUTRRH 
for further analysis. 
Confi rmed cases will 
be linked to treatment 
either at the County 
Referral Hospital or 
KUTRRH, depend-
ing on the severity of 
the disease.
In addition, clients 
diagnosed with oth-
er gastrointestinal 

conditions such as 
Chronic Gastritis or 
Gastroesophageal Re-
fl ux Disease (GERD) 
will be referred to the 
appropriate Level IV 
or County Referral 
Hospital for further 
care and manage-
ment.
The team also visited 
Mukurweini Level IV 
Hospital.
We urge all Nyeri 
County residents to 
visit their nearest 
health facility and 
take advantage of the 
ongoing pre-screen-
ing services.
Early detection saves 
lives!
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Community Dialogue at Muthuthu-ini Dispensary

Strengthening Partnerships for Improved Health Service
Delivery

Muthuthi-ini Dispensary in 
Mukurwe-ini sub-county 
played host to over 90 res-
idents from the area who 
showed up to attend a very 
interactive dialogue session 
between the community and 
the hospital staff and admin-
istration.
This meeting, held every 
three months, was coordi-
nated by the healthcare team 
led by Public Health Officer 
in charge of Gikondi ward 
Martha Munyoro. 
The meeting began with 
feedback regarding some of 
the issues raised at the previ-
ous meeting, including but 
not limited to:
- The successful formation 
of hypertension and diabe-
tes support group,
- Upcoming mental health 
clinics
During the session, residents 
raised a number of requests 

to boost the facility includ-
ing a laboratory, specialists 
and essential drugs for the 
clinics.
While addressing those 
present, PHO Martha was 
pleased to announce an up-

coming in-reach to be held 
in June, where doctors and 
specialists would be in atten-
dance to provide free screen-
ing and medical advice on 
various ailments and condi-
tions.

Deputy Facility -in- Charge 
Grace Gathoni heartily en-
couraged the residents to 
patronize the facility often 
and in large numbers as this 
would lead to more resourc-
es becoming available for 

their benefit.
This community dialogue 
session was supported by 
Amref Health Africa's Proj-
ect THRIVE, represented by 
Officer Anthony Msongo.

The CECM for Medical Ser-
vices and Public Health, Dr. 
JM Kiragu, hosted a delega-
tion from the Kenya Medical 
Supplies Authority (KEM-
SA) during a courtesy visit 
to the Department.
The visit sought to enhance 
the collaborative framework 
between the County Gov-

ernment of Nyeri—Depart-
ment of Medical Services—
and KEMSA by streamlining 
the procurement and distri-
bution processes for Health 
Products and Technologies 
(HPTs) across the County.
Nyeri County is expecting 
a consignment of medical 
supplies valued at approx-

imately KES 70 million. 
Once received, the supplies 
will be distributed to all pub-
lic health facilities, signifi-
cantly boosting the county’s 
healthcare service delivery.
KEMSA Director of Com-
mercial Services, Eliud 
Muriithi, commended the 
County Government of 

Nyeri for its commitment to 
the timely payment of out-
standing invoices, which has 
resulted in minimal or no 
pending bills—an achieve-
ment that sets the county 
apart from many others.
In his remarks, Dr. Kiragu 
reaffirmed the Department’s 
dedication to ensuring con-

sistent availability of essen-
tial medical commodities, 
underscoring that such 
partnerships are key to im-
proving access to quality 
healthcare for all residents 
of Nyeri.

Story  - Barbra Wambui  
Photo - Elizabeth Wangui



ISSUE 181| 02ND - 05TH JUNE, 2025 WWW.NYERI.GO.KE  |  0721 019 01912

������������������������������������
�����


IYF Academy Graduation Held at Whispers Park, 
Nyeri

Whispers Park was a scene 
of celebration and inspira-
tion as 110 young people 
graduated from the Inter-
national Youth Fellowship 
(IYF) Weekend Academy, 
a life-changing skills train-
ing program run by the IYF 
Nyeri Branch. 
The graduation ceremo-
ny marked the successful 
completion of an intensive 
training initiative aimed at 
equipping youth with em-
ployability and entrepre-
neurial skills, off ered com-
pletely free of charge.
The academy trained par-
ticipants across a diverse 
range of practical courses, 
including computer packag-
es, graphic design, painting, 
electrical installation, cater-
ing, sign language, theolo-
gy, taekwondo, tile fi xing, 
phone and computer repair, 
French, hairdressing, piano, 
and digital marketing. 
The program focused not 
only on technical profi cien-
cy but also on cultivating 

discipline, resilience, and a 
solution-oriented mindset.
The event brought together 
graduates, parents, trainers, 
community stakeholders, 
and development partners, 
all gathered to recognize 
the dedication and achieve-
ments of the youth. The at-
mosphere was fi lled with op-
timism as graduates received 

their certifi cates and show-
cased demonstrations of the 
skills they had acquired.
The Guest of Honour 
CECM- Youth Esther Nd-
ung’u, who was represented 
by Director Monica Thum-
bi, congratulated the grad-
uates and commended IYF 
Nyeri for its unwavering 
commitment to empower-

ing young people. She em-
phasized the importance of 
nurturing a generation that 
is self-driven, entrepreneur-
ial, and community-focused. 
She noted that such initia-
tives are key to building a 
resilient youth population 
capable of driving local de-
velopment and economic 
transformation.

She reiterated the County 
Government of Nyeri’s con-
tinued support for youth 
empowerment programs 
and acknowledged that 
meaningful progress re-
quires strong partnerships 
between the government, 
civil society, and develop-
ment organizations. 
Thumbi further noted that 
the County remains com-
mitted to creating an en-
abling environment where 
young people can access 
training, mentorship, re-
sources, and opportunities 
to thrive.
The graduation ceremony 
served as a powerful re-
minder of what is possible 
when young people are giv-
en the tools and encourage-
ment to take charge of their 
futures. 
The 110 graduates now leave 
the academy not only with 
new skills but also with a 
renewed sense of purpose, 
ready to contribute mean-
ingfully to their communi-
ties and to the broader goals 
of innovation, job creation, 
and sustainable develop-
ment.

Whispers Park was a scene 
The Department of Gen-
der, Youth, Sports and Social 
Services joined the Nyeri 
Girl Guides Association in 
a meaningful Menstrual Hy-
giene Management (MHM) 
walk.
The walk was fl agged off  at 
the historic Baden-Powell 
Gardens in Nyeri County 
and proceeded to Nyamach-
aki Comprehensive School. 
This event aimed to raise 
awareness on menstrual 
hygiene management and 
empower girls through edu-
cation and community sup-
port.
Guided by the Girl Guides 
code—which emphasizes 
honesty, responsibility, loy-
alty, respect, and service 

to others, the participants 
showcased commitment to 
improving the lives of girls 
and young women across 
the County.
The procession was led 
by the Nyeri Girl Guides 
County Commissioner and 

featured the presence of dis-
tinguished guests including 
representatives from WAG-
GGS (World Association of 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts), 
the Ministry of Education, 
the County Government of 
Nyeri, and the Offi  ce of the 

Woman Representative.
The day’s activities included 
speeches, entertainment, a 
talk on menstrual hygiene, 
and the offi  cial launch of the 
MHM initiative for Nyeri 
County.
The Nyeri County Govern-

ment remains committed to 
supporting youth and gen-
der-responsive programs 
that promote inclusive 
health, education, and lead-
ership opportunities for all

Story - Rozina Nderi
 Photo - Jim Steven

Story - Rozina Nderi
 Photo - Jim Steven
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The County Government 
of Nyeri, through the De-
partment of Gender, Youth, 
Sports and Social Services, 
observed Madaraka Day 
with a special visit to the 
home of General Macharia 
Kihuthuki in Chaka, Kieni 
East Sub-County. 
The event was held in recog-
nition of General Kihuthu-
ki’s contribution to Kenya’s 
struggle for independence 
being Kenya’s oldest surviv-
ing freedom fi ghter and the 
only living General in Nyeri 

County, aged over 105 years.
The event brought togeth-
er local leaders, residents, 
and dignitaries in a celebra-
tion that blended solemn 

remembrance with cultural 
pride.
The ceremony featured tra-
ditional dances performed 
by local cultural troupes, 

storytelling sessions re-
counting the struggles of the 
independence era.
As part of the county’s social 
support initiative, the De-

partment of Gender distrib-
uted care packages to over 
50 elderly residents in atten-
dance, many of whom were 
former Mau Mau veterans 
or dependents of freedom 
fi ghters. 
Family members of General 
Kihuthuki shared personal 
anecdotes, providing attend-
ees with intimate insights 
into his life and dedication 
to Kenya's liberation.
The County Government of 
Nyeri reiterated its commit-
ment to supporting commu-
nity welfare programs and 
ensuring that the legacy of 
Kenya’s heroes continues to 
inspire future generations.
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Story - Rozina Nderi
 Photo - Jim Steven

The Department of Medical Ser-
vices and Public Health Nyeri 
South Sub County in partnership 
with Amref Health Africa - Project 
THRIVE held the World Hyper-
tension Day Commemoration at 
Ihuririo Dispensary.
This is in line with the Depart-
ment's goal of decentralizing the 
World Health Days commemora-
tions from County level to having 
the days marked within the various 
health facilities in the County.
The day was aimed at creating 
awareness on Hypertension and 
its complications as well screening 
of the various blood pressure and 

blood sugar complications.
It was marked through off ering 
services such as:
- Hypertension screening 
- Blood Sugar screening 
- Nutrition assessment and 
counseling 
- General consultation 
- Eye Check ups
- Dental Check ups 
- Cervical and Breast Cancer 
screening 
- Physiotherapist review 
- ENT services 
- Mental Health assessment 
and counseling 
- SHA registration 

Community Health 
Promoters (CHPs) 
drawn from Mathi-
ra East sub-county 
convened at Karatina 
Town Hall for a three-
day refresher course 
on Concepts of Health 
and Development.
The CHPs represent-
ing various wards 
and facilities within 
Mathira East were tak-
en through a range of 
topics including:
- Right to health;
- What is a healthy 
community;

- Factors infl uencing 
and hindering health 
and development;
- Roles of CHPs in tier 
1 services;
- Community partner-
ships, and,
- Community gover-
nance, leadership and 
organisational struc-
tures.
The training, led by 
Facilitator Paul Wa-
chira, was held under 
the auspices of Amref 
Health Africa's Proj-
ect THRIVE in part-
nership with the De-

partment of Medical 
Services and Public 
Health. 
Over 200 participants 
came through for the 
workshop, expressing 
gratitude and appre-
ciation for the im-
portance and timely 
information being 
shared.
We continually rec-
ognize and salute our 
CHPs for the critical 
role they play within 
our primary health-
care networks.

CHPs’ Refresher Training Workshop 	�������������������������
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