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The just-concluded 
Devolution Confer-
ence was held from 

12th to 15th August 2025 
at Homa Bay High School, 
Homa Bay County passed 
important resolutions 
which will ensure improve-
ment of quality service de-
livery to wananchi.  

This was the 9th Devolu-
tion Conference since the 
start of devolution in Ken-

ya, and the Second Biennial 
Conference.
Crucial resolutions re-
volved around enhancing 
good governance, promot-
ing human rights and social 
justice, and ensuring equi-
table financing within the 
devolved units. 

Nyeri Governor H.E. Dr. 
Mwalimu Mutahi Kahiga, 
EGH who is also the CoG 
Vice Chairperson, was the 

Chair of the Steering Com-
mittee during the four-day 
conference held at the lake-
side County.
The 2025 Devolution Con-
ference focused on ‘For 
the People, For Prosperity: 
Devolution as a Catalyst for 
Equity, Inclusion and Social 
Justice’ as the theme.

The Sub-theme was: Re-en-
gineering County Govern-
ments to Accelerate De-

velopment and Close the 
socio-economic divide.
The Conference aimed 
at examining the place of 
devolution in the realiza-
tion of equity, inclusion, 
and social justice and gen-
erating practical proposals 
that can be adopted by state 
and non-state actors for 
bridging the socio-econom-
ic divide.

The Devolution Confer-

ence, 2025 was convened 
jointly by the Council of 
Governors (CoG), Office of 
the Deputy President repre-
sented by State Department 
of Devolution, the Senate, 
Host County (Homa Bay), 
County Assemblies Forum 
(CAF), the National Youth 
Council and ACT. 

Continued on page 2,3,4,5,6 
& 7
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Key resolutions passed at DevCon 
2025
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The Conference was aimed 
to mark a significant mile-
stone in Kenya's Devolution 
journey and providing a 
platform for sharing expe-
riences, best practices, and 
innovations in devolved 
governance.

The County Government of 
Nyeri led by H.E. Governor 
Mutahi Kahiga and Nyeri 
Deputy Governor H.E. Da-
vid Kinaniri, actively par-
ticipated in the conference. 
The well-organized booths 
at the exhibition arena at-
tracted hundreds of dele-
gates who were impressed 
by the good work of the 
County Government of 
Nyeri’s staff.

Among other leaders who 
addressed the conference 
were President H.E. Wil-
liam Ruto, Deputy Presi-
dent Prof. Kithure Kindi-
ki, Former Prime Minister 
Hon. Raila Odinga, Gover-
nor H.E. Mutahi Kahiga as 
the Chairman of the Steer-
ing Committee, host Gov-
ernor Hon. Gladys Wanga 

among others.

The overall objective of the 
conference was to assess the 
role of devolution in pro-
moting equity, inclusion 
and social justice; and pro-
vide an exploratory plat-
form for consultations and 
dialogue on how devolved 
governance can be designed 
to accelerate development 
and close the socioeconom-
ic divide. 

The conference aimed to 
strengthen county govern-
ments' capacity to deliver 
quality public services in 
key sectors like health, edu-
cation, and agriculture. 
The Devolution Confer-
ence, 2025 made the follow-
ing resolutions:  

On Good Governance:
-THAT National Govern-
ments and County Gov-
ernments shall work col-
laboratively in promoting 
accountability and transpar-
ency in order to strengthen 
credibility, public trust and 
confidence. 

Actor: Office of the Au-
ditor General, Office of 
The Controller of Budget, 
National Treasury, Coun-
ty Governments, Develop-
ment Partners, Citizens.

-THAT National and Coun-
ty Governments shall accel-
erate adoption of systems 
that uphold and demon-
strate: the national values 
and principles of gover-
nance espoused in Article 
10; the objects of devolu-
tion in Article 174 and prin-
ciples of devolved gover-
nance in Article 175 of the 
Constitution.
Actor: Office of the Prime 
Cabinet Secretary, County 
Governments, County Pub-
lic Service Boards, Council 
of Governors, Public Ser-
vice Commission.

-THAT National and Coun-
ty Governments shall en-
sure communities are 
informed, engaged, and 
actively participating in 
policy design, intervention 
assessment, and service 
delivery, as a key building 
block of empowered com-
munities and accountable 
government.
Actor:National Govern-
ment, County Govern-
ments, Non-state Actors.

-THAT National and Coun-
ty Governments shall 
strengthen partnership and 
collaboration with private 
sector actors in Kenya and 
beyond to promote equity 
and innovation to accelerate 
investments and creation of 
employment. 
Actor: National Govern-
ment, County Govern-
ments, Private Sector.

-THAT County Govern-
ments shall ensure that re-
sources are distributed eq-
uitably in all decentralized 
units (sub-counties, cities, 
municipalities and urban 
areas, and wards), while 
promoting social justice 
and the rule of law.
Actor: Senate, County 
Assemblies, County Exec-
utive, Citizen-led organiza-
tions.

-THAT the two levels of 
government, Parliament 
and the Judiciary, shall 
ensure effective enforce-
ment of all anti-corruption 
laws, including the Con-
flict-of-Interest Act 2025.
Actor:Judiciary, EACC, 
Parliament, County Gov-
ernments, Civil Society Or-
ganizations.

-THAT Parliament shall 
fast-track enactment of a 
Pension Bill for Governors 
and Members of County 
Assemblies in order to se-
cure the welfare of County 
State Officers. 
Actor: Parliament 

-THAT County Govern-
mens shall collaborate, 
share best practices, and 
accelerate the adoption of 
technology to boost effi-
ciency and enhance perfor-
mance through the Council 
of Governors.
Actor: County Govern-
ments, Council of Gover-
nors.

-THAT the Public Service 
Commission will develop 
an inclusivity framework 
to promote equity and in-
clusivity in human resource 
management across the Na-
tional and County Govern-
ments. 
Actor:Public Service 
Commission, Council of 
Governors

On Human Rights and 
Social Justice:
-THAT County Govern-
ments shall set aside re-
sources to promote and 
accelerate social protection 
programs for vulnerable 
persons.
Actor:County Govern-
ments, County Assemblies.
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-THAT the two levels of 
government shall joint-
ly review policy and legal 
framework to clearly define 
the role of County Govern-
ments in refugee manage-
ment.
Actor:Parliament, Min-
istry of Interior and Co-
ordination of National 
Government, Council of 
Governors, County Gov-
ernment, Civil Society, De-
velopment Partners.

-THAT County Govern-
ments shall develop and 
implement policies that 
promote and demonstrate 
inclusivity and accountabil-
ity to special interest per-
sons and groups-including 
young mothers, women, 
youth, and persons with 
disabilities.
Actor:County Govern-
ments, County Assemblies, 
Council of Governors, Na-
tional Gender and Equality 
Commission (NGEC).

-THAT there is need to in-
stitutionalize the Urban Ex-
pansion Planning (UXP) 
approach in policy to guide 
peri-urban zoning, ensur-
ing planned growth that 
integrates housing, infra-
structure, and economic 
hubs while safeguarding 

agricultural land through 
a unified regional spatial 
plan.
Actor: Council of Gov-
ernors, County Govern-
ments, Urban Boards, 
National Government, De-
velopment Partners.

-THAT National and Coun-
ty Governments shall in-
tensify collaboration in the 
Digitization of Health Care 
in Promoting Social Equity, 
Justice, and Inclusion.
Actor: Ministry of Health, 
Ministry of ICT and Digital 
Economy, Digital Health 
Agency (DHA), County 
Governments, Council of 
Governors, Private Sector.

-THAT County Govern-
ments shall prioritize 
and invest in scaling-up 
high-impact and evi-
dence-based interventions 
for maternal and newborn 
health, adopt proven best 
practices that have suc-
cessfully reduced maternal 
and newborn deaths and 
stillbirths, and strengthen 
the Maternal and Perinatal 
Death Surveillance and Re-
sponse (MPDRS).
Actor: County Govern-
ments
-THAT the two levels of 
government shall collabo-

rate in the provision of af-
fordable and social housing 
while creating employment 
opportunities in line with 
Article 43 of the Constitu-
tion of Kenya.
 Actor: Ministry of Lands, 
Public Works, Housing and 
Urban Development, Af-

fordable Housing Board, 
County Governments.
-THAT the Judiciary shall 
improve access to justice 
and legal information by 
vulnerable groups and all 
citizens through support-
ing paralegal services, wit-
ness protection measures, 
victim protection in order 
to ensure that no one is left 
behind.
Actor: The Judiciary, State 
Department of Justice and 
Human Rights, Commis-
sion on Administrative Jus-
tice (CAJ).

-THAT both levels of gov-
ernment shall ensure mean-
ingful inclusion of the 
youth and women in a bid 
to resolve systemic exclu-
sion and inequitable access 
to public resources, oppor-
tunities and decision-mak-

ing platforms. 
Actor:  National Gov-
ernment, County Govern-
ment, Development Part-
ners, CSOs.

On Financing, Equity 
and Inclusion:
-THAT the Intergovern-
mental Relations Technical 
Committee and the Na-
tional Treasury shall final-
ize the costing and transfer 
of all attendant resources 
of the transferred devolved 
functions through Gazette 
Notice No. 16472 of 16th 
December, 2024 within six 
months from now. 
Actor: Office of the Depu-
ty President, State Depart-
ment for Devolution, In-
tergovernmental Relations 
Technical Committee (IG-
RTC), National Treasury.

-THAT there is need to 
strengthen county-level 
capacity in public finance 

management to enhance 
service delivery and rein-
force people-centered pros-
perity across the Counties.
Actor: State Department 
of Devolution, Council of 
Governance, Development 
Partners and Civil Society.

-THAT County Govern-
ments shall enhance collec-
tion of own-source revenue 
by automating revenue col-
lection systems to meet de-
velopment needs. 
Actor: County Govern-
ments.

-THAT both National 
Government and County 
Governments shall make 
budgets are inclusive and 
responsive that guarantee 
equity, social rights and jus-
tice.

Actor: National Treasury, 
County Governments, 
Council of Governors.

-THAT both levels of gov-
ernments shall increase fi-
nancing of initiatives and 
programmes that support 
vulnerable populations to 
enhance adaptation and re-
silience to shocks caused by 
climate change.
Actor: National Treasury, 
County Governments, 
Ministry of Environment, 
Development Partners, 
Communities, Non-State 
Actors.

-THAT both levels of Gov-
ernment shall accelerate 
strategic investment in val-
ue chains and Business Pro-
cess Outsourcing to spur 
industrialization and job 
creation and promotion of 
exports.
Actor: National Treasury, 
National Government, 

County Governments, Pri-
vate Sector, Development 
Partners.

Over 12,000 delegates 
drawn from National Gov-
ernment Ministries, De-
partments, and Agencies; 
47 County Governments 
and their entities; develop-
ment partners; private sec-
tor; financial institutions, 
professional associations; 
civil society organizations; 
academia and research in-
stitutions; faith-based orga-
nizations; various Kenyans 
and all other devolution 
stakeholders.

The next Biennial Devo-
lution conference shall be 
held in 2027 at a venue that 
will be announced after 
Consultation. 
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Governor meets a foreign Diplomat Benini

World Breastfeeding Week Commemoration

Nyeri Governor H.E 
Mwalimu Mutahi Kahiga 
met Carla Benini, a member 
of the Senior Foreign Ser-
vice.
She is currently serving as 
Charge d'Affaires in Nairobi, 
Kenya, the largest embassy 
in sub-Saharan Africa. 
They discussed areas of col-
laboration for the benefit of 
Nyeri citizenry.

She arrived in Kenya in year 
2023 as the Counselor for 
Public Affairs. Prior to Ken-
ya, Carla served in Washing-
ton, D.C. as Deputy Director 
for the Africa bureau's Of-
fice of East African Affairs, 
and in the Bureau of East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs as 
Senior Advisor on the De-
partment's global messaging 
efforts related to the People's 
Republic of China.

Nyeri County joined the 
world in commemorating 
World Breastfeeding Week 
through a community 
health inreach held at Nyeri 
Town Health Centre, Nyeri 
Central Sub-County.
Marked annually in August, 
the 2025 celebration focused 
on empowering mothers 
through health education, 
with an emphasis on ma-
ternal nutrition and breast-
feeding. The event featured 
practical demonstrations on 
various breastfeeding posi-
tions and recognized moth-
ers with assorted gifts in ap-
preciation of their resilience 
in motherhood.
Speakers underscored the 
importance of exclusive 
breastfeeding, citing its nu-
merous benefits including 
its role in promoting envi-
ronmental sustainability. 
The event also strongly ad-
vocated for maternal men-
tal well-being Android en-
couraged mothers to plan 

for their children’s future 
through savings initiatives.
Virginia, a breastfeeding 
champion representing fel-
low mothers, passionately 
called for greater male in-
volvement in supporting 
breastfeeding mothers, 

reinforcing the idea that 
breastfeeding is a shared re-
sponsibility.
To further support mater-
nal and child health, it was 
announced that plans are 
underway to establish a 
dedicated staff breastfeed-

ing room at Nyeri Town 
Health Centre.
This event was made possi-
ble through the support of 
our partners:
Amref Health Africa in Ken-
ya Project THRIVE, Kenya 
Red Cross, Cooperative 

Bank- Nyeri Branch, Nutri-
tion Association of Kenya, 
Holistic Family Midwife, 
Midwives Association of 
Kenya, Lato Milk, Shalina 
Pharmaceuticals, and PRIS-
MA Pharmaceuticals.

Story & Photo - Kenneth Ngatia

Story - Catherine Muthoni
Photo - Elizabeth Wangui
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Adopt a Street/Roundabout Initiative in the Nyeri 
Municipality

Adopt A street/Round-
about is a program that will 
enable interested groups, 
concerned Nyerians, orga-
nizations/institutions, and 
individuals to adopt seg-
ments/stretch of a street or 
a roundabout and actively 
participate in enhancing the 
appearance and cleanliness 
of the urban landscape to 
achieve an urban life of the 
highest quality. 
Guided by a strong com-
mitment to environmen-
tal stewardship, the Nyeri 
Municipal Board seeks to 

transform urban areas into 
vibrant, green, and wel-
coming spaces. The pro-
gram promotes conser-
vation through greening 
projects, beautification ef-
forts, and the integration 
of open public spaces with 
the natural environment, all 
while addressing challenges 
brought about by climate 
change, rapid population 
growth, and the need for 
regular urban maintenance.
This community-driven 
initiative allows interested 
groups and concerned cit-
izens to take responsibility 
for specific streets or round-
abouts, contributing to their 
cleanliness, beautification, 

and overall enhancement. 
By participating, residents 
and partners play an active 
role in creating a more liv-
able urban environment, 
fostering pride in shared 
spaces, and improving the 
quality of city life. 
In this regard, the Board 
invites partnerships with 
organizations that share 
this vision. Corporate insti-
tutions and agencies bring 
expertise, resources, and 
innovation that comple-
ment community involve-
ment. Companies such as 
Mathenge Technical Train-
ing Institute, The Nyeri Na-
tional Polytechnic, Teach-
2Give, Teslak Linguistics 

and Communication, Top 
Square Electricals, Skin 
Hub Clinic Ltd., and Op-
tions Education Agency 
have already been engaged. 
Their involvement demon-
strates a commitment to 
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) and sustain-
able development, ensuring 
cleaner, greener, and more 
resilient urban spaces. 
Through such collabora-
tions, the initiative will not 
only improve Nyeri’s Cen-
tral Business District but 
also serve as a model of 
sustainable urban manage-
ment, inspiring other re-
gions to adopt similar strat-
egies. The key objectives 

are to enhance aesthetics, 
mitigate climate change, 
strengthen stakeholder en-
gagement, and foster civic 
responsibility.
By beautifying the adopted 
areas, the parties involved 
can enhance their brand 
image and reputation as 
environmentally conscious 
organization. The project 
also offers them a platform 
to engage with the commu-
nity and stakeholders, fos-
tering positive relationships 
and potentially attracting 
new customers or clients.
ing, and community-cen-
tered approaches to immu-
nization.

Story - Sheila Indusa
Photo - Kenneth Ngatia
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With the aim of enhancing 
the Nyeri County disaster 
preparedness, mitigation, 
emergency coordination 
and scaling up a holistic 
disaster risk reduction, the 

CECM Esther Ndung’u led 
a team from the department 
for a meeting with a team 
from the National Disaster 
Operation Center led by the 
Director NDOC, Col ( Rtd) 
David Samoei.
NDOC is a Government 
agency that coordinates 
disaster management and 

response at the national lev-
el. It monitors, coordinates 
and mobilises national re-
sources to respond to disas-
ters in the Country. 
The visit is part of the 
County Government’s 
broader strategy to adapt a 
national-level expertise to 
local needs, ensuring faster, 

smarter, and more coordi-
nated responses to disasters 
in the County.
The County also plans to 
establish a County Emer-
gency Operations center 
(EOC), equipped to effi-
ciently manage early warn-
ing system information, 
coordinate timely response 

and facilitate collaboration 
among multiple agencies. 
EOC acts as a central hub 
for coordinating emergen-
cy response and recovery 
efforts. 
The Director Col (Rtd) 
Samoei and his team took 
the Nyeri team through de-
tailed presentations on best 
practices, plans and strate-
gies for effective coordina-
tion during disasters, and 
the role of integrating mod-
ern ICT tools in real-time 
decision-making.
The highlight of the visit 
was a tour of the 24-hour 
manned Emergency Opera-
tion Center where the Nyeri 
team observed first-hand 
how technology and live 
data feeds are used to mon-
itor incidents, allocate re-
sources, and manage emer-
gencies at the national level
The County remains com-
mitted to Disaster Risk Re-
duction, actively working 
to minimize the impact of 
disasters and enhance com-
munity resilience

The Department of Med-
ical Services and Public 
Health, in partnership with 
the National Immunization 
and Vaccination Program 
(NIVP), convened a County 
Immunization Stakeholders 
Meeting, that brought to-
gether key partners, health 
managers, and stakeholders 
to review progress, share 
best practices, and strength-
en collaboration in advanc-
ing immunization services 
across the county.
The meeting emphasized 
the critical benefits of stake-
holder engagement in im-
munization, which include:
-Strengthened Collabo-
ration and Coordination 
– pooling expertise and 
resources from different 
partners ensures a more 
comprehensive approach to 

immunization delivery.
-Enhanced Resource Mo-
bilization – joint efforts al-
low for better allocation of 
financial, human, and lo-
gistical resources to support 
vaccination programs.
-Improved Community 

Trust and Participation – 
engaging community lead-
ers and partners helps ad-
dress vaccine hesitancy and 
promotes higher uptake of 
immunization services.
-Data Sharing and Evi-
dence-Based Decisions.           

–collaboration improves the 
quality of data collection, 
monitoring, and reporting, 
which guides informed pol-
icy and planning.
-Sustainable Impact – part-
nerships foster ownership 
and accountability, ensur-

ing that immunization pro-
grams are sustained over 
time.
The forum reaffirmed the 
county’s commitment to 
safeguarding public health 
through strong partner-
ships, capacity building.

Consultative meeting with the National Disaster 
Operation Center

Story - Rozina Nderi
Photo - Jim Stephen 

Story & Photo - Catherine
Muthoni

NIVP Immunization stakeholders meeting held in Nyeri
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